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 Crete, the date of which was approximately fixed by their association with Egyptian
 relies and the indigenous copies of them from 2800 to 2200 B.C. There were here no
 later vase forms of the high-necked and spouted class, no traces of painted pottery or

 metal, and no single example of the spiraliform decoration which in the early Metal-age

 deposits is found fully developed. This negative phenoinenon strongly weighed in
 favour of the view that the }Egean spiral system was introduced during this later period
 with other decorative types from the Egypt of the Middle Kingdom, where it had already
 attained a high development.

 The Neolithic stratum of Knossos itself actually underlay later buildings belonging
 to three distinct prehistoric classes:-

 1. The " Kamares," or Early Metal-age Period of Crete, illustrated by the contents
 of some of the earlier houses. The painted pottery in these was in some cases a mere
 translation into colour of the incised and puinctuated Neolithic desigus. This period is
 approximately dated from the relics found in the Hagios Onuphrios deposit and the

 Cretan vase fragments found in Egypt in a Xllth Dynasty association from c. 2800 to
 2200 B.C.

 2. The Transitional Period, between the " Kainares" age and the Mycenmean. It

 is probable that the earliest elements of the Palace itself belong to this period, including

 an Egyptian monument ascribed to the close of the XJIth or to the earlv XIIIth
 Dynasty, c. 2000 B.C.

 3. The Mycenaean Period proper, the flourishing epoch of which is approximately
 fixed by the correspondence of some of the wall paintings with those representing the
 Keftin on Egyptian tombs, c. 150 B.C.

 Considering the distinct gap in developmnent which still separates the latest elements

 of the culture represented by the Neolithic stratum of Knossos from the fully developed
 Kamares style, it would be rash to bring down the lowest limits of the settlement later

 than about 3000 B.C. On the other hand, the great depth of the deposit must carry its
 higher limit back to a very much more remote date. The continued exploration of the
 Neolithic remains of Knossos is necessary for the full elucidation of many of the problems
 suggested by these discoveries. A. J. EVANS.

 Crete. Hogarth.
 Exploration at Zakro ina Eastern Crete. By D. G. Hogarth, M.A. For the 1A7

 Cretan Exploration Fund.
 The excavation at Zakro in East Crete has been concluded so recently that I

 must confine myself to a plain statement of the raw material rendered available
 for study thereby. In estimating the final result it will be necessary to take aceount
 of positive a-nd negative evidence not yet to hand from two other East Cretan sites,
 lately excavated, Praesos and Gorynia. Zakro lies in the south-eastern angle of the
 island, and was chosen for research because it falls in the Eteocretan country anciently
 reputed to be inhabited by aborigines, and because its safe bay must always have been a
 inain port of call for craft sailing between t1he 2Egean coasts and Africa. The small
 plain of Zakro, entirely hemmed in by rugged hill, is full of early rema'ins, beginning in
 the later pre-MycenDean period and ending with the close of the age of bronze. No
 implements of iron were found in it at all, and no Hellenic pottery. The town, there-
 fore, owed its existence to a commerce which ceased or passed elsewhere from the
 Geometric age onward. The earliest settlement was on a rugged spur; and although
 almost all trace of its structures has disappeared, it has left abundant evidence of itself
 in the contents of a pit about 18 feet deep. This was found half-full of broken vases in
 stone anad clay, largely of the singular " Kamares " class not previously found in Eastern
 Crete. These, however, are mainly of a highly-developed technique, and their com-
 inonest schemes of ornament reappear unceanged on vases of distinctively Mycenaean
 fabric. In fact, Kamaires shapes and decoration are more closely related to Mycenaean at
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 Zakro than had been suspected. But the absence of both neolithic anitecedents and the

 earlier kinds of painted ware from this site suggests that its civilisation did not develop

 on the spot, but was brought by colonists, perhaps partly Cretan, partly foreign. The
 fine quality of ware in this pit and the fact that, though of various periods, it was

 apparently all thrown in at one moment leads me to suspect that the pit contained the

 clearings of an early shrine.

 At a later period the settlement extended over a low spur nearer the sea, arnd there
 very massive and large houses were erected and inhabited till the verge of the Geometric

 period. Their outer walls are Cyclopean, but their inner partitions are of bricks of
 unusual size. Complete plans were obtained of two of the largest houses; and parts of

 several others were explored, including the lower portion of what was probably the

 residence of the local chief or governor. These yielded a great deal of pottery, ranging
 from the acme of the Mycenaan period to its close, and the types furnish a better criterion

 of date than we have possessed hitherto in Crete. Numerous bronze implements were

 found, but these yield in interest to those from Gorynia. Two tablets in the linear

 " Cretan " script show that this system was known, though probably little used, and not

 indigenous, in East Crete. None were found couched in the pictographic system so

 often represented on East Cretan gems. Finally a hoard of 500 clay impressions of
 lost signet gems was brought to light. These display 150 different types and afford a

 priceless record of Mycenaan glyptic art and religious symbolism. Monstrous combina-

 tions of human and bestial forms occur in great variety, half a dozen, which are bull-
 headed, suggesting varieties of the Minotaur type. The comparison of all this mass of

 nevy material with the symbols of Egyptian, Mesopotamian, and otlher cults, which
 canlnot fail to be fruitful, has yet to be made. Cist burials were discovered in caves
 farther inland, whose grave furniture seems to support certain negative evidence obtained

 in the Upper Zakro district and at Praesos, in showing that the aboriginal civilisation

 of East Crete was independent of both the Kamares and Mycenaan civilisations. If
 these last were foreign to the Eteocretan country, it seems improbable that the Eteo-

 cretan language, as represented by the Prasos inscriptions, will prove to be that

 expressed by the linear script on the Knossian tablets; and the hope that these will be

 deciphered becomes fainter. D. G. HOGARTH.

 Crete: Excavations. Bosanquet.
 Report on Excavations at Presos in Eastern Crete. By R. C. Bosanquet, 148

 Director of the British School of Archoeology in Athens.
 Prmesos, the ancient capital of the aboriginal Eteocretans, lies high on the central

 plateau of eastern Crete.

 The excavations whichl were conducted in the spring of 1901, with the aid of
 Mr. J. H. Marshall and Mr. R. D. Wells, architect, did not bear out the expectation that
 the Eteocretan capital would prove to have been a centre of Mycenaan culture. It is true

 that the Acropolis yielded a product of pure Mycenaan art under singular circumstances.
 A large lentoid gem, with the representation of a hunter and a bull, was found

 embedded in the mud-mortar of a late Greek house; it must have been plastered in
 unseen along with the earth from an adjacent rock-cut tomb which had evidently been
 emptied by the Hellenistic builders.

 But no other vestige of Mycenwean occupation was found upon tne site of the later

 city. The waterless ridge, encircled by deep ravines, offered nothing to primitive
 settlers. The earliest remains lie a mile away in a lateral valley near a spring. Here
 are several groups of megalithic walls, the chief of which was shown by excavation to
 be a sub-Mycenaean homestead. Its strictly rectangular plan, its massive thresholds,
 the spiral ornamentation of large jars in its cellars, show that, whatever fate had
 overtaken the cities on the coast, a certain standard ot good workmanship had been
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